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Itôll take more than a foot of snow  to keep the chess players away. 
Jeff Jones 

 

 Despite snowfall that left Ashevilleôs infrastructure close, 166 hearty chess-players converged on Asheville for 

the 23rd annual Land of the Sky tournament January 29th-31st, 2010. Many players left home in advance of the storm, 

although some were left at the foot of the mountains as Interstates 26 and 40 were closed just hours before the first 

move. Tournament participants trudged forward through a foot of fresh snow to enjoy North Carolinaôs largest annual 

open event. 

 The Open section saw 33 players, including three Grandmasters, battle for top honors. After the chalk held up 

on the top board for round one, Georgiaôs Richard Francisco made the first dent into the triumvirate of GMs by drawing 

Kentuckyôs Gregory Kaidanov in round two. The following round say Georgia FM Kazim Gulamali knock off Massa-

chusettsô Alexander Ivanov. This upset left only two perfect scores going into the Sunday session where Gulamali came 

up short against Connecticutôs Sergey Kudrin. Thus the showdown was set between GM Kaidanov, who needed a vic-

tory with the white pieces, and GM Kudrin for all the marbles. 

 Kaidanov and Kudrin played a Sicilian Dragon in which Kudrin stymied Kaidanovôs chances to attack his ex-

posed king. Kudrin managed to win an exchange, which he gave back in a timely fashion to achieve a winning end-

game. The result netted Kudrin a perfect five out of five to claim first prize. 

 Ivanov recovered from his third-round defeat to finish in  clear second with four points. Kaidanov was joined in 

a five-way logjam for third by Gulamali, recent NC Invitational winners FM Andrey Chumachenko and Craig Jones, 

and Alabama NM Bradley Denton. 

 The largest section, as usual, was the under 2000 Amateur section with sixty participants. Charlotte youngster 

Tianqi Wang headed into the follow round with the only perfect score, but could only split the point with Georgiaôs 

Benjamin Moon. This left the door open for several players with 3İ points to join him in the winnerôs circle and Gary 

Hardin and Robert Roszkowiak defeated the Asheboro tandem of Jordan Wood and Jonathon McNeill respectively to 

stake their claim to the first prize. An undefeated Moon was joined by Georgiaôs Joseph Couvillion in a tie for fourth 

with four points each. 

 54 individuals entered the under 1600 Booster section where Dana Daves and Bruce Rau met on the top board 

with their perfect scores to see who would become king. There game ended in a draw and Robert Hyzdik was able to 

take out Matthew Klawonn to join Daves and Rau in a tie for first. Hyzdik was upset in the first round by Ben Rouse, 

but re-entered with a bye in round one, and went perfect the rest of the way. 

 The final section was the under 1200 section where 16 players matched wits. Timothy Staley ceded only one 

draw in round four to James Hodge en route to his victory in this section. Staley was tailed by Yu Wang whose four 

points netted clear second. Hodge and David Hill were another half a point behind in third/

fourth place. 

 Wilder Wadford by all accounts put on another fantastic tournament in what has be-

come one of the most respected non-corporate chess tournaments in the nation. National 

Tournament Directors Henry Sabine and Kevin Hyde presided over the event with assistance 

from Gerben Hoekstra and Rudy Abate. Ken Baxter directed the annual blitz tournament. 

 There are many games from Land of the Sky including annotated games by GM 

Kudrin and FM Chumachenko as well as a narrative from Jon Achelpohl about his first Land 

of the Sky later in this issue. 

Left: Gerben 

Hoekstra dis-

cussing things 

with organizer 

Wilder Wadford. 
 

Right: The after-

math of a foot of 

southern snow. 
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Snowbound  
2010 LOTS Speed Chess Championship 

Ken Baxter, Tournament Director 
 

 At 3:00 pm on Friday, January 29, 2010, the snow started falling and it did not stop until twelve inches had ac-

cumulated and left everyone in Asheville, NC frozen inside.  Images of a devastated southeast emanated from every 

television, and warnings from every weatherperson implored people to stay home.  With this backdrop, we still had 19 

adventurous souls brave the severe weather and attend the 23rd Annual LOTS Speed Chess Championship. 

 The 23rd edition to this series did not disappoint the fans that want to see strong players compete at the blitz 

speed of 5 minutes per player.  The field included such Speed Chess luminaries as GM Alex Ivanov (rated 2596), 

Kazim Gulamali (2418) and Ronald Simpson (2297).  Some of our favorites from the past were "snowed out" and did 

not make the event: SM Miles Ardamen, SM Klaus Pohl, NM Damir Studen, NM Larry Tapper, Alexei Gorbounov and 

Copeland Blackwell.  We hope they can be there next year! 

 Every year we hold this event for the pure enjoyment of the players.  We don't have a profit motive; we give 

100% of the entry fees back in the prize fund.  This year we added a special incentive for juniors and seniors, 50% dis-

count on the entry fee, only $10 if you were under 18 or over 60.  We expect to continue offering this special discount 

to encourage more participants.  I expect to see all you Juniors playing next year! 

 This year's battle was an amazing race with the two winners scoring 8 out of 10 points.  Ron Simpson had the 

most rigorous path having to face the two highest rated players in the event: GM Ivanov and SM Gulamali.  He was 

able to nick each of them to split their individual matches.  Whereas, the dark-horse, 2020 rated Rene Phillips domi-

nated all the lower rated players, 2-zip, but lost both games to Kazim and he did not have to face GM Ivanov.  So Ron 

Simpson and Rene Phillips split the money and Ron is the Champion on tie-breaks.  The following lists the entire group 

of warriors and their scores: 

 

Ron Simpson   8.0 tied 1st and 2nd @ 

Rene Phillips   8.0 tied 1st and 2nd 

Kazim Gulamali  7.5 Clear third  

Alex Ivanov   7.0 

Misael Mestres  6.0 

Donny Gray   5.5 

Marc Jimenez   5.5 

Ian Morton   5.5 Clear first under 1800 

Andrew deJong  5.0 

Gil Holmes   5.0 

Mason Wiest   5.0 tied for 2nd-3rd under 1800 

Bruce Goodwin  5.0 tied for 2nd-3rd under 1800 

Marcel Hamilton  5.0 tied for 2nd-3rd under 1800 

Zakir Ahmed   4.5 

Bill Taylor   4.5 

Anthony Cato   4.0 

Charles Carerros  3.0 

Cameron Chandler  3.0 

Wallace Parker  2.0 
@ Champion on tie breaks 

 

 I personally thank all these players for participating and making the Snowbound 

2010 a success.  And I want to extend a very big THANK YOU to Wilder Wadford for 

generously making this event possible and for keeping it part of the LOTS tradition for 

23 years!  

 Remember, everyone is invited to put the 2011 Speed Chess Tournament on your 

"to do" list for next year.  If you have any comments or suggestions for making this 

event even better, please email me at ken_baxter@roadrunner.com and put speed chess 

in the subject line. 

Above: TD Kevin Hyde 

on the left with blitz TD 

Ken Baxter. 

Right: Land of the Sky 

blitz champion FM Ron 

Simpson. 

mailto:ken_baxter@roadrunner.com
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How I learned to stop worrying and love the snow at Land of the Sky XXIII 
Jon Achelpohl  

 

 Thursday night after work my friend Jeff Schneider and I loaded up the car for our trip into the mountains.  This 

was going to be one epic road-trip.  The weatherman had called for a large snow storm to hit the Asheville area by mid-

day on Friday.  The alarms had been sounded in our southern community.  Everyone at work thought I was crazy for 

driving into the mountains with a snow storm heading in to play chess for a weekend.   Our other buddy who was going 

up for the tournament calls us an bails out just as we are about to start out towards the mountains.  Now This is when if 

I was a NC native my alarm bells would be going off saying ñmaybe we should just stay home this weekend catch the 

next tournament.ò  But NO No way!  I am originally from Chicago and we deal with snow this was nothing.  On top of 

that I am a CHESS PLAYER.  there are chess players who would walk through fire to be able to partake in the sport 

they love.  Alcohol drugs, cigarettes got nothing on Chess.  Jeff and I got in my small stick shift Kia fired it up (check 

engine) light and all and headed for our geeks version of fear and loathing in Ashville.   

 We made it to Asheville without to much of a problem, Lucile (my aggravating red Kia) had climbed the moun-

tains well and we hadnôt gotten any of the snow that the weathermen were predicting yet.  We found our cheap hotel 

across town form the four star crown resort plaza were the tournament was taking place.   Friday was the day after 

sleeping in late the two of us made it over  to the tournament site around 3:00 for registration, had a short talk with the 

tournament director about the event and the decided to go back across town to our hotel until the round at 7:00.   This 

may have been the worst idea of the whole weekend.  Just as we were leaving crown resort it started to snow.  Now this 

should have been our cue to stay at the site and just bum around for a few hours till the game.  You know hang out at 

the bar eat some food, enjoy being in an upscale classy hotel.   But no I decide ñIôm from Chicago I can take this little 

amount of snow with my hands tied behind my back. Letôs go back across town watch some TV and get our minds 

ready for the round.  Our originally ten minute drive across town turns into a twenty minute aggravating inconvenience.  

With no snow plows out clearing the roads.  Things were starting to get worse quick.   Now this should have been the 

second hint that things were going to get bad with the weather but we headed up to our room to wait out the snow.   

Back in our room checking the snow from out window on commercials and breaks from warm up games Jeff and I fi-

nally decide that it isnôt going to clear up at all and that we should start to head back to the tournament site.  Just as we 

were about to head out Daniel (another player from Raleigh) to let us know that he is not going to make it to the tourna-

ment that I-40 is being shut down because of bad conditions and that the hotels main entrance is inaccessible because of 

the snow and winding hill that leads up to lobby.      

 Now the only way that I can describe the next hour is total stupidity with a fair amount of terror.  between the 

snow still falling, 4-5 inches that were already down, and the hills that Asheville sits on this was one tough drive.  At 

every hill we came to there were cars sliding backwards due to lack of speed on the approach.  The lack of plowing 

meant that there was know way of knowing where the lanes were and all of us drivers were just kind of guessing and 

hoping the others would play along with our bluffs.   After dodging six other cars in various states of either backsliding 

down a hill or fishtailing out of control, and about four fishtails ourselves we finally made it to the main road to the ho-

tel.  Now looking at what at that moment seemed to be a never-ending series of steep hills and turns cover in snow, we 

found a two hotel workers changing the marquee our front and fighting a loosing battle against the onslaught of snow 

with a large push broom and small snow shovel who gave us directions around a back way to get to the hotel.   The 

back way didnôt seam to be much better rather than the alps to have to pass through to get to the tournament we only 

had to drive down a murder-horn sized hill.  Two hard fishtails, one puttsish stall out stall out, and grinding 2nd gear all 

the way up the hill till Lucile started screaming at me later we were at the tournament.  Both Jeff and I were playing in 

the Booster section of the tournament.  We quickly found our parings and headed into the tournament room.   Inside 

were 164 other crazy determined and dedicated chess players who had fought the same storm we had to get to the game.  

Walking in I spotted and older man with an eye patch and pipe and told Jeff ñDude I want to play the Pirateé I donôt 

even care if I lose I want to play the pirateò.   It turns out that playing the Birds opening that round I would lose but not 

to a pirateé. just to a nice guy from lower VA.  While I was loosing with the Bird there were some real Battles going 

on in the open section.  With two GMs in the tournament there was an inevitable show down on its way minus a real 

upset.   All of the Top 12 players won or drew their first round games so the showdown were looking to start hitting 

around the third round.  Cross tables of the tournament can be found on the NC Chess site.     

 Heading into the second day the weather was more pleasant the hills of Asheville seamed transformed from 

being giant peaks to the white hills of a Norman Rockwell painting.  Over coffee and dinner food at breakfast the next 

day Jeff and I talked about the tournament and what problems our last round games had become.  After many cups of 



bottomless coffee we headed out for the tournament, and back on the road.  This time the Plows had gone out and done 

a fair job of cleaning up the streets.   There were still large patches of white death traps but on the whole the path was 

manageable.  The second round lead to some good games for both Jeff and I.  He played the Pirate in a Caro Kann 

game and won.  I had an eventful Pirc game, that lead to the coveted knight pawn checkmate (which made my tourna-

ment).  In the open section there was an interesting Sicilian game on board one.  The rest of my games that day were 

uneventful.   We saw Raleighôs own Ron Simpson go up against Sergey Kudrin with little luck.  All and all the second 

day was a hard day of chess with 3 rounds.  By the end of the day my brain was about to run out my ears.  You could 

tell that the long time control of the tournament and the intense games were getting to players by the middle of the 3rd 

round you could walk down the aisle you could see players sipping beer or scotch from the hotel bar between moves to 

calm their nerves.  After the round Jeff and I headed  back to our hotel and crashed around 1 in the morning.   

 The next morning was another breakfast of champions morning with dinner food and lots of coffee before the 

10 AM round.  We managed to make the trek across town with out much extra effort the last day.  Though as we were 

driving it started to snow a little bit more.  Last round I had a hard fought game with Walter High.  Jeff had to sit 

through a last round withdraw.  On the top board the Kudrin took Kaidanov to the mat in a long game.  By the end most 

players looked spent.  There was a Simo game to take place after the tournament that We didnôt stick around for.  It 

sounded like a cool experience getting to play a gm for only 10 bucks with advice on the opening and theory ideas, but 

the idea of a 4 hour drive home won out.    

 All in all the Land of Sky Tournament was a great experience, which I hope to be able to play in for years to 

come.  There is a really strong supportive air about the place.  Plus the draw of Grandmaster and Master level players is 

amazing.  Drawing in lots of dedicated players from the unrated to the GM that are all striving for that one perfect 

game.  This is one of the tournaments that if you are in the North Carolina area you have to play in.  You are going to 

get strong games no mater what section you are playing in because every one brings their A game to the large prize 

money tournaments.  Also I have to say that this is one of the most affectively ran tournaments in the area, with rounds 

starting generally on time and resolving any disputes in a professional manor.  This player is looking forward to next 

year.   
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In Memory of Tracy Callis   Tom Hales 

 I was saddened to hear of the passing of Tracy Callis, an avid chess player known and liked by many in Ashe-

boro and throughout the North Carolina chess community.  He was friendly and easygoing, but a fierce competitor over 

the board.  He played in many North Carolina tournaments including:  The NC Open, NC Class, LPO, LOTS, The 

Asheboro Open, Bertucci's (in Charlotte), and even a Two Knights Swiss in Fayetteville (which he won out-

right!).  Tracy had played in a total of three Asheboro Opens, and finished clear 2nd place at The Asheboro Open 32, 

just behind NM Chris Mabe.  Tracy was a strong "Class A" player who had excellent chances to make "Expert." 

 As a tournament director, I vividly remember Tracy speaking to me between rounds in Asheboro.  He told me 

that he wanted to play more chess, but that spending time with his kids was his top priority.  While I did not know him 

well, he was a likeable fellow whose forays into NC Chess will be missed. 

In Memory of Howard Hamilton  Chad Eller 

 

 After dealing with liver cancer for the past few month's Howard Hamilton passed away this past Friday. 

 Howard was a very colorful character within the chess scene sometimes known for his less than appropriate 

over the board antics. God forbid his board was near a window, he would wait till the position got complex or he had an 

advantage and would then go outside to smoke a cigarette, stand at the window and then laugh like a maniac, if you 

were his opponent and unfortunate enough to look he would point at you and laugh harder. He also loved the serial kill-

ing doll from the horror movie Child's Play and would announce "Hi, my name is Chucky, would you like to play with 

me?" or "Hi Jack, Chuckys back". Im happy to report Howard won one of his last tournaments in Hillsville VA as well 

as scoring a nearly 400 point upset against Bobby Waddell at the Wilkes Chess Club. 

 Like many of us chess was a big part of Howard's life and a positive force during some tough times. 

In honor of our friends whom we will truly miss. 
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Wilder, 

  Hi. Thank you very much for your hospitality. I enjoy coming to Asheville every year. It is one of my favorites. 

This year was particular challenging. My flight from Atlanta to Asheville was cancelled and a bunch of people from 

that flight rented a van and drove to Asheville. We were able to get to the airport but not further (because the highway 

was shut down) so I had to spend a night at a motel near the airport, I did not expect to do well but actually most of my 

games were pretty good. I want to discuss my last round game against Kaidanov.  

 

My opponent was a half point behind and I expected a sharp fight, I was 

black. 1. e4 c5. 2.Nf3 d6 3. d4 cxd4 4. Nxd4 Nf6 5. Nc3 g6 6. Be3 Bg7 7. f3 

Nc6 8. Qd2 0-0 9. Bc4 Bd7 10. h4 h5 11 0-0-0 Ne5 12 Bb3 Rc8 This is the 

main line of the Dragon - a very sharp and confusing position arises. I was 

happy to play it since I have analyzed and played it for many years. On the 

other hand, it is extremely dangerous and one mistake can lead to an imme-

diate loss. 13. Bg5 Rc5 14. Kb1 Re8 b5 used to be played but Re8 is considered better nowadays 15. Rhe1 another 

sharp line is g4 here. Qa5 This is the idea behind Re8 - now Nd5 does not lead to anything since pawn is protected on 

e7. 16. f4 A waiting move a3 was played by Anand against Kasparov and Kasparov made a mistake of b5? Anand 

played Bf6! and Kasparov had to reply exf6 because Bf6 is now bad because of Nd5 and black queen is hanging and 

after Qd2 Nf6 white have a better endgame. Qa6 is better than b5. Nc4 17. Bxc4 Rxc4 18. Nb3 Qa6 19. e5 Ng4! A new 

move, more active then Nh7. 20. exd6 Bc3! 21.bxc3 e6! Now the position is extremely confusing but I believe black is 

OK. 22. f5 Black was threatening f6. gxf5 23. Be7 f4 Stopping the queen from going to g5. 24. Qd3 Probably a bad 

move. Instead Rf1 is dangerous - Ne3 Rf4 25. Rxf4 Qe3 26. Rg4 Qh6 leads to unclear position. Now black is doing 

well. Rec8 25 Re4 Not a good move but now I had to make a choice. I rejected Rc3 since after 26. Qxa6 bxa6 27. Rb4 

the rook threatens to go to b7. Nf2 26. Rxc4 Rxc4 (it was possible to take on d3 but I could not quite figure out the po-

sition after Rc8 27. Bxc8 Rd3. Now I think black is much better. 27. Qe2 Nxd1 28. Qxd1 If Qh5? Nc3 29. Kc1 Qa3 30. 

Kd2 e5 and black stops all the threats. Qxb5 29. Bf6 Qf5 30. Bd4 b6 Black is winning here. My opponent was able to 

get an exchange back but position was quite clear after that. 31. Qe2! Rc6 32. Nd2 Rxd6 33 Ne4 Rxd4 34. cxd4 Bc6 

Here Bb5 is stronger but I was afraid of 35. Qh5, but after Qe4 36. Qb5 Qg2 black is winning. There is no way to stop 

f4 pawn from advancing. 35 Ng5 Kg7 36 Kc1 b5! I like this move. The position should be winning but I wanted to stop 

all counterplay with c2 - c4. My plan is to play a6, Bd5 , f6 and start pushing white pieces back. My main weapon is the 

threat of a queen exchange. 37. a3 a6 38. Kd2 Kg6 39. Nf3 f6 40. Ne1 Qe4 41. Qf2 Kf5! This is the endgame. The 

king should become active. 42. c3 Kg4 43. Qg1 If Nf3 then Qe3 44.Qxe3 fxe3 45. Kxe3 Bf3 46. gxf3 Kh4 wins. Kg3 

44. Qh1 Qe3+ 45. Kc2 Qe2+ and white resigned. If 46. Kb3 then Qd1 47. Kb4 Kf2 wins a knight) 0-1 

 

1. d4 Nf6 2. c4 g6 3. Nc3 d5 4. Nf3 Bg7 5. Bg5 I started to play this varia-

tion in 1997. I lived in one room with 2 International Masters from Uzbeki-

stan. They told me that Uzbecistanian GM Barsov is playing successfully 

this line for several years. They shown to me some lines and I was very im-

pressed. Ne4 One of the main responses. Also maybe 5..dxc4 or 5...c5. In 

case of 5..dxc4 6.e4 c5 7.d5 b5 maybe very sharp line. 6. cxd5 Nxg5 7. 

Nxg5 e6 Also playable are 7...0-0 or 7...c6. last move I played couple times for black as well. 8. Qd2 exd5 Now we 

have a very long forced line. 9. Qe3+ Kf8 10. Qf4 Bf6 10... Qf6 11. Qxc7 Na6 12. Qg3 Nb4  12... h6 13. Nf3 Qb6 14. 

Qf4 Qxb2 15. Qc1 Qxc1+ 16. Rxc1 Be6 17. e3 Nb8 18. Rb1 b6 19. Rb5 Barsov-Avrukh,1998 13. Rc1 Bf5 14. e3 Nc2+ 

15. Rxc2 Bxc2 16. Nxd5 Qc6 17. Nb4 Qa4 18. Qd6+ Kg8 19. Bc4 Peng-Arahamia, 1997  11. h4 h6 After 11... Kg7 12. 

e4!? white has a very strong initiative, for example: 12édxe4 13. Bc4 Rf8 14. O-O-O Nd7 15. Ncxe4 h6 16. g4 Nb6 

17. Nxf7 Nxc4 18. Nxd8 Bg5 19. Nxg5 Fang - Chiburdanidze, 1989 12. Nxd5 Alternate move is 12.Nf3 Bxg5 13. Qe5 

Rh7 13... f6? 14. Qxc7 Qxc7  14... Qxd5 15. Qxc8+ Kg7 16. Qc7+ Nd7 17. hxg5  15. Nxc7 Bf4 16. Nxa8 Nc6 17. e3 

Bd6 18. d5 Nb4 19. Rc1 Kf7 20. a3 Nxd5 21. Rd1 14. hxg5 Nc6 15. Qe4 Bf5 16. Qf3 Nxd4 17. Qa3+ Kg7 18. Ne3 

Qxg5 18... hxg5 This move is more popular during the last time. However after 18... Qxg5 black also has a good game. 

BTW my opponent spent more than 25 minutes for this move. It is a well known move. So, why he spent such a signifi-

cant amount of time time cotrol was 90 minues for 30 moves? Of course we made almost 2/3 part of control for few 

minutes. 19. Qc5?! Right now I can identify this option as a mistake. But just prior to the game, doing some prepara-

tion, in Mega Base I found a game Nakamura-Sashikiran 2009, where Nakamura played 19.Qc5 and he won quickly. 

So, I trusted him, that it should be a good move. However, I should play the old line 19.Qc3 Qf6 ( 19... Rd8 20. Rd1 c5 

21. Qxc5 20. O-O-O c5 21. Nxf5+ Nxf5 22. e4 an equal position. Rd8 20. Rd1 Such played Nakamura in that game.  

Land of the Sky XXIII 

0GM Gregory Kaidanov (2643) 

1GM Sergey Kudrin (2560) 
Asheville. NC  31 January, 2010 

Annotated by Sergey Kudrin 

Land of the Sky XXIII 

0 FM Andrey Chumachenko (2449) 

1GM Sergey Kudrin(2560) 
Asheville. NC  30 January, 2010 

Annotated by Andrey Chumachenko 
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But GM Kudrin now spent another 25-30 minutes and made a very strong move 20...Be4! The computer is also prefer-

ring this move than 20...Be6?! which played Sashikiran against Nakamura. So, did I play this game against Rybka?  :)

Be4 21. Qc3 What else? I calculated 21.Qxc7 but after 21...Bc6 my queen is off the board...  ( 21. Qxc7 Bc6 and 

22...Rd7 is coming c5 22. Rc1 My only hope right now was to use somewhere the pin along the big diagonal. Also GM 

Kudrin had about 15-20 minutes for the next 9 moves. b6 23. Rh3 If 23.f3 immediately then 23...Qg3+ Rhh8 24. f3 

Bb7 25. Kf2 Now I am ready to replace the knight e3 and make a threat of e3. h5! Very good move. And now I decided 

to play a very unclear move 26.g4!? because my opponent had less than 10 minutes for last 5 moves. 26. g4!? Bc8 (Of 

course the best move now is 26...hxg4. However that move is following to sharp position. I thought it was only my 

practical chance to play. 26... hxg4 27. Rg3 Rh2+ 28. Bg2 f5 29. Nf1 Rh4 30. e3 f4! and black of course is winning.  

However GM Kudrin is playing more positional line 27. Rg3 hxg4 28. Nxg4 Bxg4 29. Rxg4 Qf6 30. Bg2 Rhe8 Ok. 

We are finished the time control. Of course black is up a pawn and has a big chances to win. My goal now was to chal-

lenge his play. Unfortunatelly I cant play 31.e3 now:} 31. e4 Forced. Because after 31. e3 Nf5 32. Qxf6+ Kxf6  and 

how to protect e3 pawn and to prevent Rd2+  a5 32. Rh1 trying to creat some countrplay along the h-file Rh8 33. Rxh8 

Rxh8 34. f4 Rd8 35. a3 Rh8! Nice. Black is waiting. Although I have a variety of moves, actually white is in 

zugzwang. 36. Qg3 b5 37. f5 Nc6 38. Qc7 Qxb2+ 39. Kf1 Qc1+ 40. Kf2 Qd2+ 41. Kf1 Qd1+ 42. Kf2 Qxg4 43. Qxc6 

Qf4+ 44. Kg1 Rd8 45. f6+ Qxf6 0-1 

1. d4 Nf6 2. c4 g6 3. Nc3 Bg7 4. e4 d6 5. 

Be2 O-O 6. Bg5 c5 7. d5 h6 8. Bf4 g5 

9. Be3 e6 10. dxe6 fxe6 11. h4 gxh4 12. 

Qd2 Kh7 13. Rxh4 Ng8 14. Bg5 Qd7 15. 

e5 dxe5 16. Bd3+ Kh8 17. Ne4 Nc6 18. 

Nxc5 Qf7 19. Nf3 Nd4 20. Nxe5 Bxe5 21. 

Bxh6 Nxh6 22. Qxh6+ Kg8 23. Bh7+ 1-0 

1. e4 c5 2. Nf3 Nc6 3. d4 cxd4 4. Nxd4 

Nf6 5. Nc3 e6 6. Ndb5 Bb4 7. a3 Bxc3+ 8. 

Nxc3 d5 9. Bd3 h6 10. O-O O-O 11. exd5 

exd5 12. Re1 Bg4 13. f3 Be6 14. Qe2 Qd7 

15. Bf4 Bf5 16. Rad1 Rfe8 17. Qd2 

Rxe1+ 18. Rxe1 d4 19. Ne4 Nxe4 20. 

Bxe4 Re8 21. Bxf5 Rxe1+ 22. Qxe1 Qxf5 

23. Qe8+ Kh7 24. Qe4 Kg6 25. Kf2 Kf6 

26. Qxf5+ Kxf5 27. Bg3 Ke6 28. Ke2 

Kd5 29. Kd3 b5 30. f4 Nd8 31. c3 dxc3 

32. Kxc3 a5 33. Bf2 f5 34. Bb6 Nc6 35. 

b3 b4+ 36. axb4 axb4+ 37. Kd3 g6 38. h4 

h5 39. g3 Nb8 40. Bf2 Nd7 41. Be1 Nc5+ 

42. Kc2 Na6 43. Kd3 1/2-1/2 

Land of the Sky XXIII 

0 FM Andrey Chumachenko (2449) 

1 James McGavran (2021) 
Asheville. NC  29 January, 2010 

Land of the Sky XXIII 

0 NM Richard Francisco (2222) 

1 FM Andrey Chumachenko (2449) 
Asheville. NC  31 January, 2010 

1. e4 c5 2. Nf3 d6 3. d4 cxd4 

4. Nxd4 Nf6 5. Nc3 g6 6. Be3 

Bg7 7. f3 O-O 8. Qd2 Nc6 9. 

O-O-O d5 10. exd5 Nxd5 11. 

Nxc6 bxc6 12. Bd4 e5 13. 

Bc5 Be6 14. Ne4 Re8 15. h4 Rb8 16. Bc4 Nf4 17. Bxe6 Nxe6 18. Bxa7 

Qxd2+ 19. Rxd2 Ra8 20. Rd7 f5 21. Ng5 Bh6 22. Kb1 Bxg5 23. hxg5 

Nxg5 24. Bc5 f4 25. Be7 Nf7 26. b3 g5 27. Kb2 h6 28. a4 Kg7 29. Rc7 

Rec8 30. Rxc8 Rxc8 31. b4 Re8 32. Bc5 g4 33. a5 gxf3 34. gxf3 Ng5 35. 

Rf1 Kf7 36. c4 Ke6 37. a6 h5 38. b5 cxb5 39. cxb5 Kd5 40. Bg1 Kc4 

41. b6 Kb5 42. Ra1 Kc6 43. b7 Kc7 1-0 

Land of the Sky XXIII 

0 GM Alexander Ivanov (2603) 

1 NM Ryan Moon (2244) 
Asheville. NC  31 January, 2010 

1. d4 d5 2. c4 e6 3. Nc3 c6 4. 

cxd5 exd5 5. Nf3 Nf6 6. Bg5 

Bf5 7. e3 Nbd7 8. Bd3 Bxd3 

9. Qxd3 Bd6 10. O-O O-O 

11. Rfe1 Re8 12. e4 dxe4 13. 

Nxe4 Be7 14. Bxf6 Nxf6 15. Nxf6+ Bxf6 16. Rxe8+ Qxe8 17. Re1 Qd7 

18. Qe4 Rd8 19. Ne5 Qe6 20. g3 h6 21. b3 Re8 22. Kg2 Qd6 23. f4 Bd8 

24. Qd3 Qd5+ 25. Kh3 Bb6 26. Rd1 Rd8 27. Nf3 Bxd4 28. Nxd4 c5 29. 

Qb5 Qh5+ 0-1 

Land of the Sky XXIII 

0 NM Damir Studen (2230) 

1 GM Gregory Kaidanov 
Asheville. NC  31 January, 2010 

1. e4 c5 2. c3 d6 3. d4 Nf6 4. 

Bd3 Nc6 5. Ne2 g6 6. Na3 

cxd4 7. Nxd4 Bg7 8. Nxc6 

bxc6 9. O-O O-O 10. h3 Bb7 

11. Qe2 Nd7 12. Be3 Ne5 13. Ba6 Qc8 14. Bxb7 Qxb7 15. Rad1 c5 16. 

Bf4 Nd7 17. Rd2 Nf6 18. f3 Nh5 19. Bh2 Bh6 20. Rc2 Nf4 21. Bxf4 Bxf4 

22. Qc4 e6 23. Rd1 Qe7 24. Qf1 Qg5 25. g4 d5 26. exd5 exd5 27. Re2 

Rfe8 28. Rde1 Rxe2 29. Rxe2 d4 30. cxd4 cxd4 31. Re4 Rd8 32. Kg2 d3 

33. Nc4 d2 34. Qd1 f5 35. h4 Qxh4 36. Rxf4 Qe1 37. Ne3 Qxe3 38. Rc4 

Re8 39. Kh3 Qe1 40. Qb3 d1=Q 41. Rc2+ Qe6 0-1 

Land of the Sky XXIII 

0 NM Donny Gray (2124) 

1 FM Andrey Chumachenko (2449) 
Asheville. NC  30 January, 2010 
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1. d4 d5 2. c4 c6 3. Nf3 Nf6 4. Nc3 e6 5. 

Bg5 h6 6. Bxf6 Qxf6 7. e3 Nd7 8. Bd3 

dxc4 9. Bxc4 g6 10. O-O Bg7 11. b4 O-

O 12. a4 Qe7 13. Qb3 a5 14. bxa5 Rxa5 

15. Rfd1 e5 16. d5 e4 17. d6 Qe8 18. 

Nd2 Nf6 19. Rac1 Rg5 20. g3 Re5 21. 

Be2 Nd5 22. Nc4 Nxc3 23. Qxc3 Rd5 

24. Qb4 Be5 25. Rxd5 cxd5 26. Nb6 

Qe6 27. Rxc8 Rxc8 28. Nxc8 Qxc8 29. 

Bb5 Qd8 30. d7 b6 31. Bc6 Bf6 32. Qd6 

d4 33. exd4 Qe7 34. Qxe7 Bxe7 35. d5 

f5 36. f4 exf3 1/2-1/2 

1. d4 d5 2. c4 e6 3. Nf3 Nf6 4. g3 c6 5. 

Bg2 Bd6 6. Nbd2 O-O 7. O-O Nbd7 8. 

Qc2 e5 9. cxd5 Nxd5 10. Nc4 Qe7 11. 

Nxd6 Qxd6 12. Rd1 Qe7 13. dxe5 Nxe5 

14. Nxe5 Qxe5 15. e4 Ne7 16. f4 Qa5 

17. f5 Rd8 18. Be3 Bd7 19. b4 Qc7 20. 

Bf4 Qb6+ 21. Qc5 Qxc5+ 22. bxc5 Be8 

23. Bc7 Rxd1+ 24. Rxd1 f6 25. Bf1 Rc8 

26. Bd6 Rd8 27. Rb1 Nc8 28. Bc4+ Bf7 

29. Bxf7+ Kxf7 30. Rxb7+ Kg8 31. Rb8 

Re8 32. Bf4 Kf7 33. Kf2 g5 34. Bd2 g4 

35. Ke3 Nd6 36. Rxe8 Nxe8 37. Ba5 h5 

38. Bd8 Ng7 39. Kf4 Ne8 40. e5 fxe5+ 

41. Kxe5 Ng7 42. a4 Ne8 43. f6 a6 44. 

Kf5 1-0 

Land of the Sky XXIII 

0 NM Bradley Denton (2214) 

1 FM Kazim Gulamali (2416) 
Asheville. NC  31 January, 2010 

Land of the Sky XXIII 

0 NM Bradley Denton (2214) 

1 Gary Newsom (2054) 
Asheville. NC  30 January, 2010 

 

 

 

 

1. e4 e5 2. Nf3 Nc6 3. Bb5 a6 4. 

Ba4 Nf6 5. O-O Be7 6. Re1 b5 7. Bb3 O-O 8. h3 Bb7 9. c3 d6 10. d4 Re8 

11. Ng5 Rf8 12. Nf3 Nd7 13. Nbd2 Bf6 14. Nf1 g6 15. Ng3 Bg7 16. Bg5 

Ne7 17. Qd2 Kh8 18. Rad1 f6 19. Bh6 Ng8 20. Be3 Qe7 21. Bc2 Rfe8 22. 

d5 Rf8 23. Rf1 Rf7 24. Nh2 Raf8 25. f4 f5 26. exf5 gxf5 27. Nf3 Bh6 28. 

Rde1 Nc5 29. Bxc5 Bxf4 30. Qxf4 exf4 31. Bd4+ Nf6 32. Rxe7 fxg3 33. 

Rxf7 Rxf7 34. Ng5 Rf8 35. Rxf5 1-0 

Land of the Sky XXIII 

0 James McGavran (2021) 

1 NM Maurice Dana (2200) 
Asheville. NC  31 January, 2010 

 

 

 

 

 

1. e4 d5 2. exd5 Qxd5 3. Nc3 Qa5 4. d4 Nf6 5. Bc4 Bg4 6. f3 Bh5 7. Bd2 

c6 8. Nge2 e6 9. Nf4 Bg6 10. Nxg6 hxg6 11. Qe2 Qc7 12. O-O-O Be7 13. 

g3 Nbd7 14. Bf4 Qa5 15. Ne4 O-O-O 16. Nd6+ Bxd6 17. Bxd6 Rhe8 18. 

Rd3 Qh5 19. Ra3 Nb6 20. Be5 Nfd7 21. Rxa7 Nxe5 22. dxe5 Nxc4 23. 

Qxc4 Qxf3 24. Re1 Qf2 25. Ra8+ Kc7 26. Rxd8 Rxd8 27. Qe2 Qxe2 28. 

Rxe2 c5 29. Rf2 Rd7 30. c4 g5 31. Kc2 Kc6 32. Kc3 b5 33. cxb5+ Kxb5 

34. b3 Kc6 35. a4 Kd5 36. Rd2+ Kc6 37. Rxd7 Kxd7 38. Kc4 Kc6 39. h4 

gxh4 40. gxh4 g6 41. a5 1-0 

Land of the Sky XXIII 

0 Daniel Gurevich (2131) 

1 Daniel Dodds (1754) 
Asheville. NC  30 January, 2010 

1. d4 Nf6 2. c4 e6 3. Nf3 d5 4. g3 dxc4 

5. Qa4+ c6 6. Qxc4 b5 7. Qc2 Bb7 8. 

Bg2 Be7 9. O-O O-O 10. Rd1 Qb6 11. 

Ne5 Rc8 12. a4 c5 13. Bxb7 Qxb7 14. 

Qb3 cxd4 15. Bf4 Rc5 16. Nf3 Nc6 17. 

Na3 Na5 18. Qb4 Nd5 19. Qxd4 Nb3 

20. Qe4 Nxa1 21. Rxa1 bxa4 22. Be5 

Qc6 23. Nd4 Rc1+ 24. Kg2 Ne3+ 25. 

Kf3 Qxe4+ 26. Kxe4 Rxa1 27. fxe3 

Bxa3 28. Nc2 f5+ 29. Kf4 Rf1+ 0-1 

 

 

 

 

 

1. e4 c5 2. Nf3 d6 3. d4 cxd4 4. Nxd4 Nf6 5. Nc3 a6 6. Be2 e6 7. g4 h6 8. 

h4 Be7 9. Be3 Bd7 10. Qd2 Nc6 11. O-O-O Nxd4 12. Bxd4 e5 13. Be3 

Nxg4 14. Bxg4 Bxg4 15. Rdg1 h5 16. Nd5 g6 17. Bb6 Qc8 18. Rg3 Bd8 

19. Rc3 Qd7 20. Rc7 Bxc7 21. Nf6+ Ke7 22. Nxd7 Kxd7 23. Bxc7 Kxc7 

24. f3 Be6 25. Re1 Rac8 26. Re3 Rhd8 27. Rd3 b6 28. a4 a5 29. b4 axb4 

30. Qxb4 Rb8 31. Qb5 Rb7 32. a5 bxa5 33. Rc3+ Kb8 34. Qxa5 Rdd7 35. 

Rc6 Ra7 36. Qb4+ Rab7 37. Qc3 Rdc7 38. Rxc7 Rxc7 39. Qb4+ Kc8 40. 

Qxd6 Bd7 41. Qxe5 Ba4 42. c3 Bd7 43. Kd2 Be6 44. Ke3 Kd7 45. Kf4 f5 

46. Qg7+ Kd6 47. e5+ Kc6 48. Qxg6 Kd5 49. Qf6 Rc4+ 50. Kg5 Rxc3 51. 

Qd8+ Kxe5 52. Qh8+ 1-0 

Land of the Sky XXIII 

0 Gary Hardin (1914) 

1 Marcel Hamilton (1615) 
Asheville. NC  30 January, 2010 

Land of the Sky XXIII 

0 David Stamper (1892) 

1 Robert Roszkowiak (1839) 
Asheville. NC  30 January, 2010  

 

1. e4 d6 2. d4 Nf6 3. Bd3 e5 4. c3 

d5 5. dxe5 Nxe4 6. Bxe4 dxe4 7. 

Qxd8+ Kxd8 8. Bg5+ Be7 9. 

Bxe7+ Kxe7 10. Nd2 Bf5 11. Ne2 Nd7 12. Ng3 Be6 13. Ndxe4 Nxe5 14. O

-O Rhe8 15. f4 Nd7 16. Rae1 Kf8 17. b3 h6 18. Rd1 f5 19. Nf2 Nf6 20. c4 

a5 21. Nd3 a4 22. Nc5 axb3 23. axb3 Bc8 24. Rfe1 b6 25. Rxe8+ Kxe8 26. 

Re1+ Kf7 27. Nd3 g5 28. Ne5+ Kg7 29. fxg5 hxg5 30. Nc6 Ne4 31. Nxe4 

fxe4 32. Rxe4 Ra1+ 33. Kf2 Ra2+ 34. Re2 Rxe2+ 35. Kxe2 Bb7 36. Nd4 

Kf6 37. g3 Ke5 38. Ke3 g4 39. Nb5 c6 40. Nc3 Ba6 41. Ne4 Bc8 42. Nf2 

Bf5 43. b4 Be6 44. Nd3+ Kd6 45. Kd4 Ke7 46. c5 1-0 

Land of the Sky XXIII 

0 Jordan Wood (1718) 

1 Michael Kliber (1978) 
Asheville. NC  31 January, 2010 
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1. d4 d5 2. c4 Nf6 3. Nc3 e6 4. Bg5 

Nbd7 5. e3 c6 6. Bd3 Qa5 7. Bh4 Ne4 8. 

Qc2 Bb4 9. Ne2 Ndf6 10. O-O Nxc3 11. 

Nxc3 dxc4 12. Bxc4 Be7 13. e4 e5 14. 

Bxf6 Bxf6 15. d5 O-O 16. Rad1 Bg4 17. 

Be2 Bxe2 18. Qxe2 Rad8 19. d6 Rd7 

20. Rd3 Rfd8 21. Rfd1 Qc5 22. Na4 

Qb4 23. Qc2 Rxd6 24. Rxd6 Rxd6 25. 

h3 Rxd1+ 26. Qxd1 Qxe4 27. Nc5 Qd5 

28. Qxd5 cxd5 29. Nxb7 Kf8 30. Kf1 

Ke7 31. a4 Kd7 32. Nc5+ Kc6 33. b4 

a5 34. Nd3 e4 35. b5+ Kb6 36. Nf4 Kc5 

37. Ke2 g6 38. g3 Bd8 39. Ke3 Bb6 40. 

Kd2 Kc4 41. Ng2 d4 42. h4 h6 43. g4 

g5 44. h5 Kb4 45. Ne1 Kxa4 46. f3 e3+ 

47. Kd3 Kxb5 48. Nc2 Bc5 49. f4 f6 50. 

fxg5 fxg5 51. Ne1 a4 52. Kc2 Kc4 53. 

Nd3 Bd6 54. Nb2+ Kb5 55. Nd3 a3 56. 

Nc1 Kc4 57. Na2 d3+ 58. Kd1 Bb4 0-1 

1. e4 Nc6 2. Nf3 Nf6 3. e5 Ng4 4. d4 d6 

5. h3 Nh6 6. exd6 Qxd6 7. Bc4 Bf5 8. 

O-O a6 9. c3 Qg6 10. Nh4 Qf6 11. Nxf5 

Nxf5 12. Qb3 Nd6 13. Bd5 Nd8 14. 

Nd2 e6 15. Ne4 Qe7 16. Nxd6+ cxd6 

17. Bf3 Qd7 18. Re1 Be7 19. Qc2 d5 20. 

Bf4 Nc6 21. a4 O-O 22. Qe2 Bf6 23. b4 

Rfc8 24. a5 Na7 25. Rec1 Nb5 26. Qd3 

Rc4 27. Be2 Rac8 28. Bd2 R8c7 29. 

Qg3 R4c6 30. Bxb5 axb5 31. Qd3 Rc4 

32. a6 bxa6 33. Rxa6 Bxd4 34. Rca1 

Bf6 35. Bf4 Rc8 36. Ra7 Qe8 37. Rb7 

Rxc3 38. Qxb5 Qxb5 39. Rxb5 R3c4 

40. Ra7 Rxf4 41. Rc7 Rd8 42. Rbb7 

Bd4 43. Rd7 Ra8 44. Ra7 Bxa7 0-1 

Land of the Sky XXIII 

0 Joe Gibeault (1678) 

1 Robert Mahan (1523) 
Asheville. NC  31 January, 2010 

Land of the Sky XXIII 

0 Britney Dewitt (1660) 

1 J.P. Flynn (1703) 
Asheville. NC  30 January, 2010 

 

 

 

 

 

 

1. e4 d6 2. d4 g6 3. c3 Nf6 4. Bd3 Bg7 5. h3 O-O 6. Nf3 Nc6 7. O-O e5 8. 

Re1 Re8 9. Bg5 h6 10. Bh4 g5 11. Bg3 Nh5 12. Bc4 Nxg3 13. fxg3 g4 14. 

hxg4 Bxg4 15. Rf1 Rf8 16. d5 Ne7 17. Na3 f5 18. Bd3 f4 19. Qe1 Ng6 20. 

Nc2 Qe7 21. Nh2 Bd7 22. Be2 Qg5 23. Rf3 Rf7 24. gxf4 Nxf4 25. Ne3 

Raf8 26. Kh1 Nh5 27. g4 Nf6 28. Rf5 Qxe3 0-1 

Land of the Sky XXIII 

0 David Spencer (1833) 

1 Joseph Couvillion (1923) 
Asheville. NC  31 January, 2010 

 

 

 

 

 

1. e4 c5 2. Nf3 Nc6 3. d4 cxd4 4. c3 dxc3 5. Nxc3 d6 6. Bc4 e6 7. Qe2 Bd7 

8. O-O Be7 9. Rd1 a6 10. Bf4 e5 11. Be3 b5 12. Bb3 Nf6 13. Bg5 Qb8 14. 

Rac1 Na5 15. Bxf6 Nxb3 16. axb3 Bxf6 17. Qd3 Be6 18. Qxd6 Qxd6 19. 

Rxd6 Bxb3 20. Ra1 Ke7 1/2-1/2 

Land of the Sky XXIII 

0 Stephen Maynard (1736) 

1 Gil Holmes (1819) 
Asheville. NC  31 January, 2010 

1. e4 e5 2. Nf3 Nc6 3. Bb5 a6 4. 

Ba4 Nf6 5. O-O Be7 6. Re1 b5 7. 

Bb3 O-O 8. c3 d5 9. exd5 Nxd5 

10. Nxe5 Nxe5 11. Rxe5 c6 12. 

d4 Bd6 13. Re1 Qh4 14. g3 Qh3 

15. Qd3 Bg4 16. Qf1 Qh5 17. Be3 Rae8 18. Nd2 f5 19. f4 Rf6 20. Qf2 

Kh8 21. Bxd5 cxd5 22. Nf1 Rfe6 23. a4 b4 24. a5 R8e7 25. Qd2 b3 26. 

Qd3 Bf3 27. Nd2 Bxf4 28. Bxf4 Rxe1+ 29. Rxe1 Rxe1+ 30. Nf1 Be2 31. 

Qe3 Rxf1+ 32. Kg2 Qf3+ 0-1 

Land of the Sky XXIII 

0 David Spencer 

1 John Brooks 
Asheville. NC  30 January, 2010 

 

 

 

 

 

 

1. e4 c5 2. b3 Nc6 3. Bb2 d6 4. Nf3 Nf6 5. Nc3 e6 6. d4 cxd4 7. Nxd4 g6 8. 

Nxc6 bxc6 9. e5 dxe5 10. Qxd8+ Kxd8 11. O-O-O+ Nd7 12. Ne4 Bg7 13. 

Bc4 Rf8 14. Ba3 Bh6+ 15. Kb1 Rg8 16. Nd6 Rg7 17. Bb2 Ke7 18. Rhe1 

f6 19. Ba3 c5 20. Bb5 a6 21. Nxc8+ Rxc8 22. Rxd7+ Kf8 23. Rxg7 Kxg7 

24. Bd7 Rd8 25. Bxe6 Re8 26. Bc4 Rc8 27. Rd1 Rc7 28. Rd5 g5 29. Bxc5 

Kg6 30. g4 Bg7 31. Be3 h5 32. h3 hxg4 33. hxg4 Rc8 34. Bxa6 Rh8 35. 

Bd3+ Kf7 36. Bf5 Bf8 37. Kb2 Be7 38. c4 Ra8 39. Rd7 Re8 40. Bc5 Kf8 

41. Rxe7 Rxe7 42. Bxe7+ Kxe7 43. c5 Kd8 44. b4 Kc7 45. b5 Kb7 46. a4 

Kc7 47. a5 1-0 

Land of the Sky XXIII 

0 Bill Taylor (1822) 

1 Suryabrata Dutta (1622) 
Asheville. NC  31 January, 2010 

1. c4 Nf6 2. g3 e6 3. Bg2 Bc5 4. 

Nc3 O-O 5. Nf3 d5 6. cxd5 exd5 

7. d4 Bb4 8.Qb3 Bxc3+ 9. Qxc3 

Ne4 10. Qd3 c6 11. O-O Bf5 12. 

Nh4 Qd7 13. Nxf5 Qxf5 14. f3 

Nd6 15. e4 Qg6 16. Bf4 Nc8 17. Qb3 Nb6 18. a4 N6d7 19. Qxb7 Nb6 20. 

a5 N8d7 21. axb6 Nxb6 22. Rxa7 Rxa7 23. Qxa7 Nc4 24. b3 Nd6 25. exd5 

cxd5 26. Qd7 Nf5 27. Qxd5 1-0 

Land of the Sky XXIII 

0 Robert Hyzdik (1599) 

1 Shawn Spencer (1457) 
Asheville. NC  30 January, 2010 

Left: Brittney Dewitt studies her position. photo by Tom Hales 
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1. e4 c5 2. Nc3 Nc6 3. g3 e6 4. Bg2 Nf6 5. d3 d5 6. f4 d4 

7. Nce2 e5 8. h3 Bd6 9. f5 O-O 10. g4 b5 11. Ng3 c4 12. 

g5 Nd7 13. Qh5 Bb4+ 14. Ke2 cxd3+ 15. cxd3 Qc7 16. f6 

Nd8 17. fxg7 Qc2+ 18. Kf1 Qxd3+ 19. N1e2 Re8 20. Nf5 

Nb6 21. Kg1 Rb8 22. Nh6+ Kxg7 23. Ng4 Nd7 24. Nf2 

Qc2 25. Ng3 Nc5 26. Qh6+ Kh8 27. Nh5 Rg8 28. Qf6+ 

Rg7 29. Qxg7# 1-0 

Land of the Sky XXIII 

0 David Philips (1459) 

1 Suryabrata Dutta (1505) 
Asheville. NC  30 January, 2010 

 

 

 

 

 

 

1. c4 e5 2. Nc3 Nf6 3. Nf3 Nc6 4. a3 Bc5 5. e3 O-O 6. b4 

Be7 7. b5 Nb8 8. Nxe5 c6 9. Be2 cxb5 10. cxb5 Qc7 11. 

Nf3 Rd8 12. Bb2 d5 13. d4 a6 14. O-O axb5 15. Nxb5 

Qb6 16. Qc2 Bd7 17. Nc3 Rc8 18. Qb1 Ra5 19. Ne5 Be8 

20. Rc1 Rd8 21. Rc2 Ne4 22. Nxe4 dxe4 23. Nc4 Qa7 24. 

Nxa5 Qxa5 25. Bc3 Qc7 26. Bb4 Qd7 27. Bxe7 Qxe7 28. 

Bb5 Bd7 29. Rc7 b6 30. Bxd7 Rxd7 31. Rc8+ Rd8 32. 

Rxd8+ Qxd8 33. Qxe4 Na6 34. Qb7 Nc7 35. Qxb6 Qe7 

36. Qb8+ Ne8 37. Rc1 Kf8 1-0 

Land of the Sky XXIII 

0 Dana Daves (1507) 

1 Hassan Hashemloo (1472) 
Asheville. NC  31 January, 2010 

 

 

 

 

 

 

1. d4 d5 2. e3 Nf6 3. Nf3 Bf5 4. c4 c6 5. cxd5 cxd5 6. 

Qa4+ Nc6 7. Bb5 Qc7 8. Ne5 Rc8 9. Nc3 e6 10. Bd2 Be7 

11. Qxa7 O-O 12. Bxc6 Ra8 13. Qxb7 Qxb7 14. Bxb7 

Rab8 15. Bc6 Rxb2 16. a4 Rc8 17. Ke2 Ne4 18. Nxe4 

Bxe4 19. f3 Bb4 20. Rad1 f6 21. Bd7 Rcc2 22. Bxe6+ 

Kf8 23. fxe4 fxe5 24. Bxd5 Bxd2 25. Kf3 exd4 26. exd4 

Bh6 27. Rhg1 Rf2+ 28. Kg3 Bf4+ 29. Kh3 Rb6 30. Rdf1 

Rh6+ 31. Kg4 Rg6+ 32. Kh3 1/2-1/2 

Land of the Sky XXIII 

0 Jon Achelpohl (1307) 

1 Ben Blair (1537) 
Asheville. NC  30 January, 2010 

 

 

 

 

 

 

1. e4 e5 2. Nf3 d6 3. Bc4 Be7 4. c3 Bg4 5. d4 exd4 6. 

cxd4 Nf6 7. Nc3 O-O 8. O-O Qd7 9. h3 Bh5 10. e5 dxe5 

11. dxe5 Qxd1 12. Rxd1 Bxf3 13. exf6 Bxd1 14. fxe7 

Re8 15. Nd5 Rc8 16. Bf4 c6 17. Nc7 Rxc7 18. Bxc7 Na6 

19. Rxd1 Re8 20. Bxa6 Rxe7 21. Rd8+ 1-0 

Land of the Sky XXIII 

0 Cameron Chandler (1302) 

1 Wallace Parker (1044) 
Asheville. NC  29 January, 2010 

 

 

 

 

 

 

1. d4 Nf6 2. c4 e6 3. Nc3 Bb4 4. Nf3 d5 5. Bg5 c5 6. cxd5 

Qxd5 7. Bxf6 gxf6 8. e3 cxd4 9. exd4 Nc6 10. Qa4 Qe4+ 

11. Be2 Bd7 12. Qd1 O-O-O 13. a3 Bxc3+ 14. bxc3 

Rhg8 15. Rg1 e5 16. d5 Na5 17. Rb1 Bg4 18. Kf1 Nc4 

19. Rb4 b5 20. a4 Bxf3 21. Bxf3 Qf4 22. g3 Qf5 23. 

Rxb5 e4 24. Rc5+ Kd7 25. Rxc4 Qxf3 26. Qxf3 exf3 

27. Rc6 Rb8 28. Ke1 Rb1+ 29. Kd2 Rxg1 0-1 

Land of the Sky XXIII 

0 Hassan Hashemloo (1476) 

1 Mark Biernacki (1324) 
Asheville. NC  31 January, 2010 

 

 

 

 

 

 

1. e4 c5 2. Nf3 d6 3. d4 cxd4 4. Nxd4 Nf6 5. Nc3 a6 6. a4 

Nc6 7. Nf3 g6 8. Bc4 Bg7 9. Bd2 O-O 10. O-O Be6 11. 

Nd5 Nxe4 12. Bc3 Nxc3 13. bxc3 Na5 14. Ba2 Rc8 15. 

Qd3 Bxd5 16. Bxd5 Rxc3 17. Qe2 e6 18. Ba2 Qc7 19. 

Rac1 Rc8 20. Bb3 Nxb3 21. Rce1 Rxc2 22. Qd1 d5 23. 

Ng5 Nd4 24. Qg4 h6 25. Nxe6 Nxe6 26. Rxe6 fxe6 27. 

Qxe6+ Kh7 28. Qxd5 Rc1 29. h4 Rxf1+ 30. Kxf1 Re8 

31. Qd1 Qc4+ 32. Kg1 Qxh4 33. a5 Qe4 34. Kf1 Bc3 35. 

Qd7+ Re7 0-1 

 

Land of the Sky XXIII 

0 Ben Rouse (1316) 

1 Michael Meekins (1102) 
Asheville. NC  31 January, 2010 

Above: Zachary High dueling with Jessica Martin.  

Below: A couple of younger players get their game started. 
Photos by Tom Hales 


